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“Command Me To Come To You On The Water”

There is a lizard that can walk on water in CostaRi It is nicknamed,
Jesus Christ lizard. Obviously, today’s lectionsggding inspired the
name. Actually, the lizard sprints, not walk,tbe water.

Having seen the slow-motion video uploadedcuTube | figured out how
to sprint on water. You see, it is pretty simpkerst you put your left foot
out. Then you put your right foot out. Then tb#,lthen the right, repeat as
fast as you can. Who knew it was that simple?

Our story says that Jesus walked on the waterkigey that walking on the
water depends on at least two requirements: solfdce and traction—
which water does not have. So the only way to nmvée surface of the
water on one’s own feet is to do it in the fashodhe lizard. You have to
have webbed feet, and you have to move your lexysfast.

Again, we are faced with a stumbling block to outhfalt feels more like
suspending one’s intellect, in order to accepBilde story as a fact. For
some, it is hard enough to swallow the story ofisdseding 5000 plus with
five loaves and two fish. Now they are presentadk to back, another
story that seems to insult the intelligence ofrtieelern, scientific person.

How do we understand faith? Is being faithful floe of accepting as
historical facts such impossible-to-believe-stoaesvalking on water,
bringing back the dead, etc? But if these stamiexe just made up, just to
make Jesus look like a superman, then how couidil us grow in faith?

I nterestingly, it is preciselgfter having performed the miracle of walking
on water, the disciples confessed who Jesus waspife having stayed,
eaten, and traveled with Jesus, their acceptandesofk as the Son of God
was onlyafter they have withessed the miracle of walking onviager.

For these disciples, having withessed this miraes the necessary
condition for their acceptance of Jesus as theob&@od. In other words,
they would not have believed that Jesus was theoSGwd, if they had not
witnessed this miracle.



But that statement begs another question: Dide’'dilkciples earlier that day
witness the miracle of feeding 5000 plus? Didnéyt fill themselves with
the bread and the fish? Why didn’t they confess dlesus was the Son of
God, when they witnessed and participated in thhraata of feeding 5000
plus?

A young hunter went duck hunting with an old guy vianought a Lab
retriever along. Soon, the young man dropped &.dilibe dog reluctantly
got up, and gingerly stepped into the cold waldren it walked over to the
duck, picked it up, and brought it to the old mamg sat down.

The young man could not believe his own eyes, iibtd man did not say
anything. The young man stared at the dog, ablthenan, back at the dog,
and then decided to keep it to himself and stagtquBut he could not take
his eyes off the dog.

A moment later, the old man shot a duck, and tlgestiowly got up, walked
over to the duck, picked it up, and dropped it nexhe first one, and sat
down. This time the young man could not keep qu@the shouted to the
old man: “Did you see that? The dog walks on wat&he old man replied
without turning his head: “Yup, the dog sure haesin’ wet.”

Only hours ago, the disciples have witnessed articjpated in the miracle
of feeding the 5000 plus. Did you hear any repbdut their reaction?
Would you also remain calm, if the miracle of thaignitude took place in
your presence?

What the modern, scientific mind needs to focuseens, is the person of
Jesus. Whether the miracle stories are verifitdatual or not, the Christian
faith calls the faithful to trust in the personJefsus. What miracles Jesus is
reputed to have performed are not essential tojekas is.

It is not the miracle that is central to the Chaistfaith, but the question of
who Jesus is is. It is not the miracle stories dedine who Jesus is, but it is
who Jesus is that defines what he did.

Does performing those miracles make Jesus the SGod? Or, did Jesus
perform those miracles among other things, becaeses is the Son of
God?



Once we accept that Jesus is the Son of God, & mloematter, whether
Jesus performed one thousand miracles or no miaaelk Whether we
believe that Jesus performed these miracles othmtyay we believe—or
not believe—indicates rather what kind of peopleans

There are two kinds of people: one starts a relshignwith another person,
based on what the person can do; the other embar&selationship, based
on who that person is. Do you hire a contractecaose he does a fantastic
job, or because he is a Mexican? Do you choosetd because she is a
capable doctor, or because she is attractive?

Do you love your husband because of what he carybuyor do you love
you wife, because of how she looks? If you lovedrnyhusband for the
things he could afford you, not long after yourlbarsd loses his wealth,
your love will fail. If you loved your wife, becae of the way she looks,
soon after she gains weight or loses that look,widudump her.

Do you love your Jesus because of what you beliesesIcould do for you,
or do you love your Jesus, because of who Jesul &% love Jesus
because of what Jesus can do for you, when thaig®fgo the way you
expected, Jesus will be told to take a back gddatis no longer the Lord of
your heart. People tend to look for someone whadcdo things for them.
What miracles must Jesus do, in order to become lyanal ?

If you believe in your heart that Jesus is the 8o@God, no matter what
happens in your life, Jesus remains the Lord of yaart. And as the Lord
of your heart, Jesus empowers you and walks withtlgmugh the tumults
of life.

Why do you love Jesus, by the way, and why did gecide to accept Jesus
as your Lord and Savior? Is it what you beliea thesus can do for you, or
IS it who you believe Jesus is? Which miracle wiadnvince you that
Jesus is the Son of God? Maybe, Jesus is onelengiag of becoming your
Lord.

| heard the tragic news last week that the fireéghtvere killed in the
helicopter crash. They were trying to suppresditaghat had been burning
since June in the Shasta-Trinity National Forelspray the families find
strength in the midst of the tragic losses.



You do not become a firefighter, however, if yommat accept the risks
involved with firefighting. They know what theyeagetting into, when they
put on their gear. It takes certain fortitude ézdme a firefighter. Do
people become firefighters, because it looks cool?

Peter looked at Jesus, and it looked cool to walkhenwater. So Peter
shouted at Jesus, “Lord, if it is you, command anedme to you on the
water.” Peter wanted Jesus to give him the poweraik on the water.
And it was great to walk on the water. Only hdired belatedly, that it
was a very risky thing to walk on the dark, heawvager. No sooner than
he realized it, he sank into the water.

Just as Peter did, many call out to Jesus, bet¢hegavant Jesus to do
something for them. Jesus is their Lord, when thiagt something from
him, as long as they want something. And onceishabne, they tend to
forget about the Lord. They are soon distractethfdesus, once they had
their fill.

You do not quit being a firefighter, because the fiecame too ferocious.
You do not refuse to get on the helicopter to gehe work site, because,
you heard your colleagues perished in the copssher

When we ask Jesus for a certain thing, we mustaaisept the risk of the
discipleship that comes with it. When we call 3g$lord,” we must accept
the risk of being a disciple. When we call JeSustd,” that means we
have established the covenantal relationship veisug.

In the covenantal relationship, we are not affettethe changing
situations. Although the covenantal relationshgymlunge us into a
disadvantageous situation, or even a risky sitnati@ remain faithful to the
covenant. Jesus is faithful to us, because heinsrfaithful, even when we
are not.

We may be called to walk even on the water, one &8ken the day comes,
we boldly step off the gunwale, and onto the dadgqving water. Being a
disciple requires a certain degree of fortitudéheathan the certitude of
insurance policy for the discipleship. There avecartificates of miracles
for the disciples.



