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“The Things That Are God’s”

As an immigrant who grew up in the U.S., | had tmgre of confusion
caused by American idiomatic expressions. | rengrhkaring in the Air
Force: “Do that, and then apply some elbow gredtseill look nice.” | did
not know where to find a can of elbow grease, beeawo hardware store
carried it. The elbow grease. Who invented tmage, and how did it
come into the vocabulary of everyday words?

Then there was the expression, “catch-22”. Theurescand civilian
workers would sometimes use it alike: “It's a cahsituation, man. No
matter what you do, you are in deep trouble.” Qfrse, military personnel
used difference terms of endearment to expressethi@ment, and they are
still regarded as unprintable words.

| did some research, and catch-22 is from a ndvalisthe WWII aviators,
and the number, “22,” was a random one the pubishieked, after trying

to avoid other numbers, such as, 18, 11, etc. ellwere many catches in the
military life, and the number 22 was the situatidmere the aviator would be
considered insane for volunteering to go on a bambin, because it was
almost certain that he would not return from theswin. He could request
not to be sent, but once he made such a requestult prove that he is
sane, because he is now deemed capable of asséssohnger. So that
was the catch 22.

Other expressions | have heard was, “Damned if bdmned if | don’t. “I
lose anyway, no matter what | do.” “It's a losedasituation.”

And the Pharisees found a perfect catch-22, in dcdentrap Jesus. They
would ask Jesus, whether it is lawful to pay taweSaesar or not. If Jesus
says it is not, then they could accuse him of df@eeting the Caesar and the
Roman Empire . The penalty would be a certainfdeHt]esus says it is
lawful, then it would make a lot of people upsectuse the Roman Empire
invaded Judea , and made it into sort of a coldwgw Jesus could be
castigated as a traitor, and be condemned in the sategory as the tax
collectors and sinners. It was a neat idea, asesONorth would say.



So they rushed gleefully to Jesus, and presengthteful challenge, barely
able to hide their excitement. Then the biggdsidevn took place: Jesus
calmly asked to show him the coin used to paydlke tHe took one look at
it, and asked:

"Whose head is this, and whose title?" They ansteiThe emperor's.”
Then he said to them@ive therefore to the emperor the things that are
the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's When they heard
this, they were amazed; and they left him and \aeray.

You could almost hear the jaws drop, and see tpessgions they could
have worn on their Pharisaic faces.

There is another catch-22 in today’s presidentsdtedn, it seems. | feel
sorry for the Republican presidential candidateClsio, because he has
been touting his voting record to the Republicamstituents. He boasted
that he voted with the President Bush 90% of time ti He needed to prove
to the constituency that he is a hardcore Republdao could be trusted to
champion their cause.

Then, at the same time, he had to prove that his iswn man, and not the
extension of the unpopular incumbent. If he saysdted with the
President Bush, the Dems could use it against hiolabel his presidency
as the third term of the Bush administration. dfdays he is no President
Bush, he risks raising the suspicion within his aenstituency, whether he
would raise taxes and cut off the pork, or toertépiblican line, as he is
expected to. It's a catch-22.

His campaign staff were not helping, either, beeanfghis “real” Virginians
statement the campaign manager made. Those urdeadters will be
wondering, who the campaign thinks qualify to be‘tteal” Virginians, and
if they qualify to be the “real” Americans. Thosemi-real and phony
American voters would wonder, if McCain administatwill worry about
those whom it does not consider “real” enough.

And as for the current political sentiment of tleisd, even Jesus is in danger
of getting the boot, even from the church. If werpret correctly what
Jesus said, and apply to the modern context, éesld scare many people
who are afraid of the “tax-and-spend” liberalshe high places. Jesus told
his listeners to pay whatever that belonged t@theernment. | have



trouble reconciling that Jesus with the Jesus ofrfaw-taxes; read-my-lips”
voting bloc.

Flippancy aside, what we have to examine is theetlbpposing dimensions
of our treasures. One part belongs to the govanhniehe other part
belongs to God. The third part belongs to us.amntio talk about the part
that belongs to God.

In order to sort out what belongs to God, we neadventory first what we
have. | have heard from both young and the okldtory: “I am going to do
for God this and that, when | become this or th&ttbm one family man |
heard that he said he wanted to be the one inhilnels who gives the
biggest portion of the tithe. The tithe is 10%lod income (before tax, mind
you), and the man was saying in effect that he wabe the largest income
earner in the church. What he was not saying hatsGod would have to
wait until he became the largest income earnenrbetod saw the tithe
coming from him.

| have heard from teens that they would do thistaatiphilanthropy, when
they became a millionaire. What the teens didsagtwas that they were
not going to split their allowances, and give ithe needy now, because
there was not enough to share at the moment.

| have heard from others that they were going ve ¢feir money to the
various worthy programs and scholarships, when tiigye lottery
jackpot. What they did not say, of course, was tthey were not giving,
until they hit one.

The key to giving to God what is God'’s is this: @an only give to God
what we have now. We cannot give to God anythiad we might be
having in the distant future. The human mind beiagleceptive it is,
people would feel good about their potential gesi¢éypby planning to give
what they do not have. Since they do not havevi® @nything in reality,
they can be extremely generous in their scale afjimed giving.

What do you think God feels about that generosityGuld God be so
moved to shower the blessing, and grant all thaests made, having
received those promises and plans as the collateral



If we are expecting God'’s blessing now, we alsalitealemonstrate our
blessing to others in action now. If we are gdmgxpect our prayers
answered, don’t you think that we should do whad @sked us to do, just
to be on the fair side?

If you listen to these people, you would think t&ad received stuff only
from the rich. As a matter of fact, the richer ymecome, the harder it is to
part with your treasures.

Okay, so what is it that we have now, and what laeghings that are
God’s? We can give to God only what we have ntWe cannot give
anything to anyone that we do not have now.

Material things are not the only things that belom@od. Time is also what
belongs to God. How much of our time belongs ta&d here are 144
hours per week (Sunday is Sabbath, and it doesoumit). Is it possible that
we should give a tithe of our time to God? Evemg of us spend the
absolute majority of time to sleep and work. Wélae sliver of time does
God get from us? Through our prayers, throughsewices, through our
worship and fellowship, do we give a tithe? Thdt e 144 hours per
week. If not, how many hours a week do we occupyminds with godly
things and godly labor?

How about our talents? How do we spend our talgifts, and graces?
What claims the most of our precious gifts? | artain the majority will be
our jobs, followed by family and friends, and etag@rments and hobbies.
How much share of our talent, intellect, and gkalwe give to God?

What else about ourselves are God’s? What dodBilhetell us about our
relationship to God? We find this in Isaiah:

Isaiah 43:1 - But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O
Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: "Fear not, for | have redeemed
you; | have called you by name, you are mine.

The writer of John defines the relationship asnailfakinship:

John 1:12 - But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God;



And Genesis makes it clear where we came from:

Genesis 1: 26-27 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." So
God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.

We are God's, we are children of God, and we azated in God’s
likeness. Like father, like son. We are create@od’s image. We
inherited a lot of what God is like. At least tihmtvhat the Good Book is
telling us. Just as our children are dear to @sawe dear to God.

So, what else about ourselves are God’s? Heheiariswer: the whole of
our being is God’s.

The Christian theology argues that for us, a S@mesn, and this Son came
and lived among us, and died for our sake, sovileanight have the eternal
inheritance in the kingdom of God .

It is the poverty of perspective and understantingieasure what is God’s
only in terms of material things. If we are gregtihen it is our greed that
limits our understanding from seeing beyond thenldauy of what is
materialistic. The problem with the Prodigal Seithat he saw his
relationship with his father only in terms of firaal transaction. He did not
realize that his father looked at the father-sdatianship far beyond the
materialistic boundary.

We must understand: our whole life belongs to God, we should be glad
that we have been already spoken for. God sedsdbéhuman relationship
in terms beyond the limit of the human understagdiBometimes, and
unfortunately, we human children understand thedatronship with God not
much more than what they can get out of such aaakhip. Material
wealth is only a small part of it.

We often wonder why Jesus told the rich young noagivte up all his
belongings and give it to the poor. If we defing celationship with God
based on our relationship with the material weahbn that is all God will
require from us—because that is all in our heaftsat is why Jesus told



him to give up all his possessions and follow hiflat baggage of the
young man just could not co-exist with the discspip.

If we base our relationship in the similar termsGasl does, we will begin to
see in our daily lives what it means to becomectiileiren of God. When
we allow the whole of our being to be God’s, tlsaivhen we have the
whole of God for our being.



